
TAC TIC AL 
ESTATE PL AN

A tactical estate plan, also known as a 
tactical estate planning strategy, is an approach 
to estate planning that emphasizes flexibility and 
adaptability in response to changing circumstances, laws 
and financialconditions. Unlike a traditional estate plan, which 
often involves creating a fixed set of documents and strategies, a 
tactical estate plan is designed to be dynamic and responsive.

Key characteristics of a tactical estate plan include:

FLEXIBILITY

A tactical estate plan is designed to 
accommodate changes in an 
individual’s life circumstances, 
financial situation and goals. It allows 
for adjustments as needed to reflect 
changes in family dynamics, assets, 
tax laws or other factors.

REGULAR REVIEW

Tactical estate planning involves 
periodic reviews and updates of the 
estate plan. This ensures that the plan 
remains aligned with the individual’s 
objectives and that it takes advantage 
of new planning opportunities or legal 
changes.

TAX EFFICIENCY

A tactical estate plan often 
incorporates strategies to minimize 
estate taxes and other potential tax 
liabilities. It may take advantage of 
tax-efficient gifting, trusts and other 
vehicles to preserve wealth for heirs.

ASSET PROTECTION

For individuals concerned about 
protecting their assets from potential 
creditors or legal challenges, a tactical 
estate plan may include asset 
protection trusts or other mechanisms 
to shield wealth.
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CHARITABLE GIVING

Some tactical estate plans incorporate 
charitable giving strategies, such as 
charitable remainder trust or donor-
advised funds, to support 
philanthropic goals while also 
providing potential tax benefits.

ESTATE LIQUIDITY

Tactical estate planning considers how 
assets will be used to cover estate-
related expenses, such as estate taxes 
or administrative costs, without 
forcing the sale of valueable assets.

LEGACY & FAMILY VALUES

Tactical estate plans may include 
provisions for passing down family 
values, stories and traditions in 
addition to financial assets.

CONTINGENCY PLANS

A tactical estate plan may outline 
contingencies for various scenarios, 
such as the incapacitation of the 
individual or beneficiaries, changes in 
the economic environment or 
unexpected event that impact the 
family.

PROFESSIONAL GUIDANCE

Given the complexity of tactical 
estate planning, individuals often 
work closely with estate planning 
attorneys, financial advisors and other 
professionals to develop and maintain 
their plans.

DISCLAIMER: All References to IRS Codes can be found at: https://www.irs.gov/tax-professionals/tax-code-regulations-and-official-guidance. We are providing the descriptions 
above to help you understand services or products we may make available to you, or factors that you should generally consider when deciding whether to engage in any transac-
tion, service or product. Please note that it is important that you evaluate this material and exercise independent judgment when making investment decisions. This information, 
including any description of specific investment services or products, is marketing material and is solely for the purposes of discussion and for your independent consideration. It 
should not be viewed as a suggestion or recommendation that you take a particular course of action or as the advice of an impartial fiduciary. If you would like more details about 
any of the information provided, or you would like personalized recommendations or advice, please contact your Financial Advisor. Heritage does not provide tax and legal advice 
and you should consult with your tax and legal advisors regarding your personal circumstances. For Broker Dealer and Plan Sponsor Use Only – Not for Public Distribution. 
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